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Li Ye is a Professor and Chair of Chemistry and Chemical Biology in the Department of 
Neuroscience at the Scripps Research Institute. The Ye lab studies how the brain adapts to 
acute and chronic metabolic changes and its impact on whole-body metabolism, with the 
aim of uncovering the mechanisms behind metabolic and neurodegenerative diseases.   
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Dr. Bruce Spiegelman is a Professor at the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute in Harvard University. 
The Spiegelman lab focuses on the molecular mechanisms of energy balance and 
tissue development, with the objective of finding key players to combat disorders associated 
with metabolic dysfunction, including obesity, diabetes and neuromuscular disorders.
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Dr. Mitchell Lazar is a Professor of Diabetes and Metabolic Diseases, and the Director of the 
Institute for Diabetes, Obesity and Metabolism at the University of Pennsylvania. 
The Lazar lab investigates how transcriptional regulation affects metabolism, with an 
emphasis on circadian and metabolic physiology and the role played by nuclear receptors.
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Dr. Yu-Hua Tseng is a Senior Investigator at the Joslin Diabetes Center and an Associate 
Professor at Harvard Medical School. The Tseng lab explores the molecular mechanisms of 
brown and beige adipose tissue function, thermogenesis, and energy metabolism, 
aiming to develop innovative treatments for metabolic disorders.
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Dr. Joseph Bass is a Professor in the Department of Medicine at Feinberg School of Medicine 
and Chief of the Division of Endocrinology at Northwestern University.  The Bass lab studies 
how the circadian clock controls cell and organismal metabolism, with the goal of elucidating 
the relationship amongst brain, behavior, and physiology.
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Dr. Kristy Townsend is an Associate Professor at Ohio State University's Wexner Medical 
Center, specializing in neurobiology and energy balance. The Townsend lab studies 
neural plasticity, brain-adipose communication, and neurovascular supply of adipose tissues, 
extending our understanding of adipose nerve anatomy and function.
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Dr. David Guertin is a Professor in the Department of Molecular Medicine at the University 
of Massachusetts. The Guertin lab investigates the interplay between signal transduction 
pathways and metabolic machinery with a focus on insulin and mTOR pathways, and the 
nutrient sensing ability of brown and white adipose tissue.  
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Dr. Rana Gupta is a Professor in the Department of Medicine and Section Chair of 
Basic Sciences at the Duke Molecular Physiology Institute. The Gupta lab focuses on 
understanding the mechanisms that establish and maintain adipocyte cell lineage, 
and the regulator involved in the obesity-driven expansion of adipose tissue. 
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Dr. Evan Rosen is a Professor in the Department of Medicine at Harvard University. 
The Rosen lab studies the transcriptional pathways behind metabolic diseases such as 
obesity and type 2 diabetes. Specifically, the Rosen lab explores the transcription factors 
and pathways that regulate adipogenesis, insulin resistance and metabolic memory. 
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Dr. Paul Cohen a Professor and Senior Attending Physician at Rockefeller University. 
The Cohen lab explores the transcriptional basis of harmful and protective effects of 
different fat deposits, using innovative imaging techniques and data-mining studies 
to uncover the health benefits of brown and beige adipocytes.
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Dr. André Marette is a Professor in the Department of Medicine at the University of Laval. 
The Marette lab focuses on the mechanisms of action of insulin on glucose and lipid 
metabolism in muscle, adipose tissue and liver. Moreover, the lab aims to identify the 
mediators of insulin resistance in pro-inflammatory disorders such as obesity and diabetes.
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Dr. Andre Carpentier is a Professor and Clinician Researcher in the Department of Medicine 
at the University of Sherbrooke. The Carpentier lab studies the role of brown adipose tissue 
in the regulation of glucose and lipid metabolism, aiming to develop new treatments 
for obesity and type 2 diabetes.
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Dr.  Gareth Lim is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Medicine at the 
University of Montreal and a Researcher at the Montreal Diabetes Research Center. 
The Lim lab investigates the complex mechanisms that regulate adipocyte biology and 
metabolic homeostasis, to identify novel therapeutic targets for obesity and type 2 diabetes.
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Dr. Carolyn Cummins an Associate Professor and Director of the Department of 
Pharmaceutical Sciences at the University of Toronto. The Cummins lab investigates 
nuclear receptors and their role in the development of diabetes and obesity, with 
the goal of identifying potential therapeutic targets in disease pathways.
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Dr. Lori Zelter is an Associate Professor of Pathology and Cell Biology at Columbia University. 
The Zeltser lab focuses on elucidating how environmental and genetic factors influence 
the development of obesity, with a particular interest in how these factors affect 
hypothalamic function during critical periods of development.
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Dr. Zachary Gerhart-Hines is an Associate Professor at the Novo Nordisk Foundation Center 
for Basic Metabolic Research in the University of Copenhagen. The Gerhart-Hines lab 
explores how external signalling converges on adipocytes to shape adipose tissue and 
coordinate energy metabolism. 
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Dr. Camilla Scheele is a Senior Researcher and group leader in the Biotech Research and 
Innovation Centre at the University of Copenhagen. The Scheele lab investigates 
the role of different types of fat cells in health and disease, to aid in the development of 
new therapeutic strategies for combating obesity and metabolic disorders.
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Dr. Mikael Ryden is a Professor in the Department of Medicine at Karolinska Institute. 
The Ryden lab focuses on characterizing the features of human white adipocytes, including
lipid and carbohydrate metabolism, energy storage capacity and immunometabolism. 
This research applies cell and molecular biotechnologies in addition to clinical studies.  
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Dr. Jae-Bum Kim is a Professor in the Department of Biological Sciences at Seoul National 
University. The Kim lab focuses on the integrated control of fat and glucose metabolism in 
metabolic tissues such as adipose tissue and kidney, with the aim of uncovering the 
mechanisms underlying energy metabolism homeostasis and metabolic diseases.
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Dr. Jae Myoung Suh is an Assistant Professor at the Graduate School of Medical Science 
and Engineering of the Korea Advanced Institute of Science & Technology. 
The Suh lab studies the regulation and execution of metabolism, focusing on adipose, 
muscle, brain, and exocrine gland functions in health and disease.
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